Introduction

44
While the effects of chemical pollutants on marine ecosystems have been studied for many 45 decades, the pervasiveness and impacts of litter on marine life have been recognized more recently 46 (Auta et al., 2017; do Sul and Costa, 2014) . Plastics, as identifiable primary objects or secondary fragmented pieces, comprise the largest pool of litter on both a mass and number basis and enter For MPs embedded in the gastrointestinal tract of fish, remaining digests were agitated at 350 rpm 138 for 5 min in a solution of concentrated sodium iodide (NaI, Merck; density = 1.6-1.8 g cm -3 ) to 139 separate plastics from additional material that had been ingested with subsequent filtration and 140 storage undertaken as above. Table 1 summarises the catch from each sampling site (note that the number of species caught at 160 each site varied and that some species were absent from sites 1, 2 and 3). Also shown are the mean, 161 minimum and maximum lengths and weights of each of the five species, serving to illustrate 162 differences in size among species and between sites and, for a given species, differences in age 163 and, therefore, propensity to have accumulated MPs. to 3 in C. abbreviatus (see Table 2 ).
253
The discrepancies referred to above arise from the general assumption that accumulation of plastics 254 by fish and other organisms proceeds mainly through ingestion and is, therefore, dependent on re (W% = weight percent and A% = atomic percent).
